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those selections which have become classic for children and to group them into a 
progressive series of texts adapted to the interest of children of successive levels 
of school experience. 

The character of the books is accurately described in the following quotation 
from the First Reader: 

For this, as for other books of the series, the editors have chosen, from the estab- 
lished children's classics, prose and verse which all are expected to know. Much use 
is made of stories of the repetitive type. Not only do children like the repeated form, 
but they get from it the most pleasing and effective kind of drill, and a stimulating 
sense of achievement. The poetry, the fables, and the other stories present ideas that 
are simple and congenial to young minds. New words are introduced very slowly at 
first and are systematically repeated. Sure and immediate control of words is the right 
foundation for reading [p. 3]. 

The vocabularies of the books have been selected with particular care and 
show the direct influence of scientific investigations. The Primer introduces 
286 different words, of which 61 per cent are among the 500 words occurring 
most frequently in reading matter in English. In the First Reader, out of a 
total of 8,200 words, only 584 are new. Of these, less than fifty are outside the 
5,000 commonest words. The Second Reader introduces some 600 additional 
new words, making the total vocabulary for the first three books in the series 
approximately 1,500 words. The careful selection of the vocabulary and the 
well-arranged word-lists deserve particular mention. 

In the general make-up of the books there is much to commend. The illus- 
trations are superior from the standpoint of both artistic design and arrangement 
on the pages. The series deserves a leading place among elementary-school 
readers. 



An annotated bibliography of children's books. — The purchasing committee 
for the school library is frequently at a loss to know which books are most 
suitable for the home reading of children in the different grades. There has 
been a need of a comprehensive book-list which might serve as a guide to the 
better type of literature of this class. Such a book-list 1 has recently been pre- 
pared by the Elementary School Library Committee of the National Education 
Association. 

The present list has been prepared with the needs of both teacher and librarian 
in mind. It does not assume to take the place of the Children's Catalog compiled 
by Miss Bacon or the Pittsburgh Catalogue of Children's Books, which have been 
helpful in its preparation. 

Including as it does only books for general reading, the list must be supplemented 
with titles which meet local school needs. No textbooks as such are included. For 
the convenience of teachers, a list of sixty reference books useful for the first nine grades 
has been added. 

1 Graded List of Books for Children. Prepared by the Elementary School Library 
Committee of the National Education Association. Chicago: American Library 
Association, 1922. Pp. 235. $1.25. 
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As the limits and character of the list prevented a general rounding out of the sub- 
ject material, the committee provided no subject index, but the American Library 
Association editorial staff has compiled the one included for such assistance as it will 
give, basing the work, by special permission, on the subject index section of the Pitts- 
burgh Catalogue of Children's Books. 

In the belief that no library, however modest in size, is complete without a few 
really artistic books, some of the more expensive editions illustrated by artists who 
appeal to young people have been included. Many children have no opportunity 
in their daily lives to see beauty in line and color. A few finely illustrated editions 
provide this beauty related to what is fine and lasting in literature [pp. 3-6]. 

The book-list contains approximately 850 titles which are arranged in 
three divisions: Section A for the first three grades; Section B for Grades IV 
to VI ; and Section C for Grades VII to IX. The book also contains a directory 
of publishers, a title index, and a subject index. Following each title there is a 
brief descriptive annotation and a statement of the school grades for which the 
book is best adapted. 

The wide use of such a book-list, particularly in the smaller school systems 
where trained librarians are lacking, would do much to improve the character 
of school libraries. 
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